Kendra Eads joined Zero Abuse Project as a Senior Director in March 2025. She is a passionate advocate for victims of sexual violence and child abuse with over two decades of experience. Kendra holds a Master of Social Work from Saint Louis University (2013) and a Bachelor of Science in Social Work from Southeast Missouri State University (2004). Throughout her career, Kendra has cultivated a wealth of expertise in program management, staff development, forensic interviewing, and leadership.

Prior to her role at Zero Abuse Project, Kendra was the Executive Director of the Southeast Missouri Network Against Sexual Violence, where she oversaw daily operations, fiscal management, program development, grant writing, and policy implementation. She also served as Executive Director at Two Rivers Child Advocacy Center, where she spearheaded efforts to support multidisciplinary teams, raise community awareness, and uphold accreditation standards.

Kendra’s extensive experience in forensic interviewing includes conducting over 1,200 interviews with survivors of sexual violence and child abuse from 2007 to 2019. She has served as an expert witness in numerous legal proceedings in Missouri and Illinois, providing court testimony in child abuse cases.

Additionally, Kendra has contributed to several community boards, including Southeast Missouri Suicide Prevention, Inc., the Humane Society of Southeast Missouri, and the Cape Girardeau County Domestic Violence Authority Board. She served as a member of the Southern Illinois Child Death Review Team and Public Policy Chair for the Missouri Network of Child Advocacy Centers. In recognition of her contributions, Kendra received the Zonta Club of Cape Girardeau’s Woman of Achievement award in 2023 and was named a B Magazine Newsmaker in 2018.


